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Introduction 

 
How can I ______________ my service? 
 

Characteristics of a Server 

  
 

  
 

  
 

Classic example: Luke 10:38-42 ____________ 
 

Our focus is on the ________________ not the ______ 
 
Service can be the high road to freedom from bondage to other people and what 

they think 
 
Jesus’ view of Himself – Matthew 11:28-29 

 

 G ____________ 

 

 H ____________ in heart 

 
Illustration of Servanthood – John 13:4-17 

 
Observations 

  
 

  
 

  
Principle: Don’t take away the blessing of giving by refusing to receive. 
 
Applications 

 
1. Obedience means P_______________ involvement (v. 14) 

2. Obedience requires C________________ U________________ (v. 15) 
3. Obedience results in ultimate H__________________ (v. 17) 

 

II. A Demonstration of Servanthood 
 



Attitudes Demonstrated 
 

1. Verse 6   U__________________ 
2. Verse 7   H__________________ 

3. Verse 8   S__________________ 
 
Read 1 John 3:16 

 
Available Resources Phil. 2:1-4 

1. Our _________________ in Christ (v. 2:1a) 

2. Christ’s ________________ love 
3. Our __________________ with the Indwelling Spirit 

4. Christ’s example of ________________ and ________________ 
 
Pick up the Handout! 

 
Remember… 

 
 Christian maturity is a journey (marathon), not just an experience 
(sprint) 

  



Service - August 
 

 The idea of service is not likely new to any of us as followers of Jesus.  We 

may have been told that we are to serve God, but we also likely know this 

intuitively.  Those we love, we want to bless.  And God calls us to love Him and 

love others.  So the discipline of service helps us draw near to God by serving 

Him by serving others. 

 The discipline of service is more though than simply doing ‘good things’.  

In the discipline of service we learn to see who we are really serving… ourselves 

or God/others.  We can have ungodly attitudes for even the best of actions we 

might take towards others.  We desire recognition or believe that our value to 

God comes from what we do, for example.  Or we find pride in our hearts when 

we find ourselves unwilling to serve particular people.  Even more, we can find 

that we have made serving God an idol, rather than worshipping God. 

 In other words, service should never be the foundation for our relationship 

with God, or for how we believe God sees and values us.  Service is the 

outpouring of our love for God, based upon all that He has done and given to 

us through Christ. 

 

For anyone: 
 Serve at an organization that serves those in the community (i.e., homeless 

shelter, charitable thrift store, etc.) even for one shift.  Reflect on your 

thoughts as you serve. 

 Find a way to do an act of love for someone you struggle to love, without 

denying your feelings. 

 Identify an area where you may be over-serving and discern the cost to your 

relationships for being too involved. 

 If you are finding areas of service in your life to be onerous, as you are 

serving, pray for those in worse situations than you. 

 If you are regularly in areas where you see people begging, find creative 

ways to respond to them, rather than ignoring them or simply giving them 

money.  Have some granola bars or other snacks.  Consider having lunch 

with them. 

 Estimate how much time you spend in volunteer service.  How much time do 

you spend in prayer, worship or other devotional disciplines?  What does this 

exercise suggest to you? 

 Part of the discipline of service is listening for the voice of the Holy Spirit.  If 

you are someone who struggles to say ‘no’ to needs around you, make sure 

you are listening to the Spirit before you say ‘yes’.  If you find it easy to say 

‘no’, ask the Spirit before you give that answer.  If you don’t know where you 

should be serving God by serving others, ask the Spirit to show you, then look 

for the Spirit’s prompting as you go through each day. 



 Serve at least one person each day by simply listening to them and their 

story, making the conversation completely about them. 

 Ask God who you can serve today through an action that shows you love 

them even though you can’t fix a situation for them.  That action might be to 

do nothing, if previous attempts to help have actually harmed your 

relationship with them.  Remember we serve people, not issues. 

 

For Families: 
 Research the historical Saint Nicholas as a family.  Note the differences 

between the historical figure and our cultural Santa Claus.  Ask your children 

what they notice.  Help them make connections between their thoughts and 

how Jesus calls us to love Him and others. 

 Identify someone in your neighbourhood that may need help.  It could be 

physical, economic or relational.  Involve your children in blessing them. 

 Invite a friend over and have your child(ren) get involved in preparing for 

them to make their visit appealing to that other person(s). 

 Find someone your family can bless without that person ever knowing who it 

was.  Teach your child(ren), and perhaps your own heart as well, that the 

best way to combat some of the wrong motives for service, is anonymity. 


